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How Do You Take Apart A Floating City? : NPR

MONTAGNE: Once the recovery effort is complete and the fuel removed, what then? What
happens to the ship?

FARRELL: Well, right now, while the fuel's being removed - of course, all the engineers are
designing and deciding what's the best way to remove it. You know, the preferred way, the least
amount of impact would be to try and take the entire vessel out of there in one go. That would be
preferred. There's less debris in the water. There's less possibility of some residual oils that
haven't been removed to become in the environment.

Then basically, many of these jobs, you can roll a ship up by just physically grabbing her side - in
other words, her port main deck where the houses meet the hull. It's the strongest point, and you
put a lot of attachments. And you physically kind of roll it upright. Obviously, there's a lot of debris
in the ship with all these, you know, compartments full of structure of beds and pillows and
everything.

So that's probably the preferred way. Is it capable of doing that? Well, we're not sure, because you
still also need to determine, when she went down, is the other side of the ship compromised in
terms of is that hull totally destroyed as well?

When she went down, you know, if you've got huge gashes on there, then you're going to spend a
lot more time repairing that.

MONTAGNE: Meaning, really, at the moment, that's a question mark.

FARRELL: Oh, yeah. It's definitely not known. You'll need brute strength to roll it upright, you know.
It may be something six to 10,000 tons of pull, which is not a huge amount, but given the water
depths onboard, you've got to have some heavy barges for a lot of hydraulic pulling.

You might put some levers on the side to move the pivot point a little higher up. If, in fact, the
bottom is still at an angle going to where she could slide down, you'd have to first stop that by
putting some deadmen - or some anchoring devices on the backside of the ship towards the island,
so that if you wanted to pull it to try to roll it up, you've got to certainly make sure you don't pull the
whole thing down in deeper water.

So you've got to look at the amount of time it's going to take to do that. You've got to look at the
amount of cost it's going to take to do that against, OK, what is it going to cost to take the - and

sectionalize the ship up? In other words, cutting it up in sections.

MONTAGNE: So, I guess, simply put, though, one thing that's not in doubt is that the Concordia is
not going to be sailing the seas?

FARRELL: I wouldn't suspect you'll see here sailing the seas again.

MONTAGNE: Joe Farrell is the president and founder of the salvage company Resolve Marine. He
joined us from Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

Thanks very much.

FARRELL: All right, Renee. Thank you very much.
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